______DEFENCE BY DAY AND BY NIGHT
few days Spitfires a#d Hurricanes have shot down
at least thirty-one Messerschmitt log's. In yester-
day's fight off the south-east of England, Spit-
fires shot down five of them and damaged several
others.'
Armour and Armament
Another way in which the Germans sought to re-
duce their losses in the day-time was the fitting of
armour plating in their aircraft and the increase i&
the armament of their bombers. At first neither the
airmen nor the petrol tanks in the German machines
had been protected as well as those in the British
aircraft, and it was not until the war had been in
progress for some time that the German equipment
was improved in this respect. The armament of the
bombers was also totally inadequate; reliance was
placed on speed for safety, and this proved to be an
insufficient safeguard in view of the higher perfor-
mance of our Spitfires and Hurricanes, More guns
were therefore mounted in the German bombers;
the Heinkel in and the Junkers 88, for instance,
were equipped with guns firing through side-win-
dows in lie fuselage. The installation of armour
plating and the increase in the fire-power of the
bombers made it more difficult for our fighters to
destroy enemy aircraft, and the next stage was the
equipping of our own fighters with cannons in addi-
tion to machine-guns. By the end of the year a num-
ber of enemy raiders had been brought down by
British fighters so equipped^ and the re-arming of
our existing types and the bringing of new types with
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